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PEARS Monthly Meeting will be on
17th February 2026 at fBerman Club

From the Chair

Dear Members

Happy New Year, fellow hams!
Wishing you clear frequericies,
great propagation, and pjenty
p of omair fun. | trust you have

all had a good break during the
holidays and are feeling re-
freshed for the new year.

This year will be fully patked

with events, contests and club activities. Of course, thg big ¢
will be us hosting the 2026 SARL AGM in Port Elizalgeth or
weekend of thed @f May.

Preparations are well under way for the AGM, the venue bein
Willows. A sub committee has been formed to help with the p
rations, and if you would like to help, please speak to me. W
always do with another pair of hands.

Award nominations, motions, discussion points and cauncil
nations must be submitted to the secretary of the league b
later than the 8&f January 2026. The nomination formg for tt
various awards can be found on the SARL website. Tlhese
be submitted to secretary@sarl.org.za. Also, if you weuld li

H



join the SARL, there is a half year rate special, pleaie Visi

Leaguebs website. Join t

February will see the Club doing communication for
Mountain Bike race. If you are available, please spea
ZR2TX. Camping will be available at Hayterdale.

e

the H
\k to -

20h00 to the Lady Slipper repeater. The bulletin com
lot of effort in and the would appreciate it if you call in t

Please also support the Monday night bulletins, by t{ning

Until next month, see you at the monthly meeting
73,

Kevern, ZR2BK

ilers |
say |

From the editor
He®e hoping you enjoy reading

Il f you have an article or tw
future copies of QSX, pl ease
email to gsx.zs2ag@ymail . com.

Pl ease do not send me QSX m
i nundated with What sApp mess
rial.

Thank you for your <continued
you have submitted for this i
73,

Ashl ey ZS2AG




Journal: 2025 Lesotho SOTA

DXpedition
By Brandon Zietsman ZS¢
and submitted for publicat

Part 2: The Expedition

n Part 1 [
overed t he
echnical,

i on phases-
oot expedi

t he Dr ak
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t det ai | in years to come
may fi
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e

nd it interesting.

The hi ke would take six days and
objective of -ppotinvatiemgst ahn ob@ 1
ZS6 MDYV, who provided | ogistical

both Lesotho-NanalKwaasl penned a

describing his experiences.

Getting there

The two of wus departed Johanneshb
day the 15th of September, wi t h
my kit needed to fi& rieduwi rae nbeanct
necessary, to be able-sudfestabt



, compl ete with tents, i nd
anti al amount of gear.

We reached

Road we l | af %

checked in&oH

t el Fortunatfg

rant was sti l§

were able Mot

ri beye steaks

the outstandi

on site. I n

procured an

seeus through

foll owing two nights in Lesotho.
We chose to take the more2)didierc
road to Sani Pass, rather than
and taking the R617 through Bul w
This stunning and remote drive f
ment in a westerly direction. TF
right as we drove in the opposit
wal ki ng just two days | ater. St
the idea of being up there and c
ing portable radio gear felt qui
After a quick stop in Underberg
headed to the South African bor
Pass. The process was refreshin
the top was as spectacular as it
ports had been stamped on the Le
bite to fdlaghast t Rebefor Af cbo&ai nu
to Sani Stone Lodge. The weather
a concern, gusting at more than
We proved to be thid odbgksgsipeopbet
propriately rustic. Matt and |

p



nto two sl ¢
a cooking a
or and a tab
adi o station

there wa
| ace, t her
cient WoOo O
or two of
[

bitterly c
di pol e up cC
through a
wi ndow, Matt was able to make m
7 P8 MW. | used the time to prep

Day 1 -wpitme HodgsPemKks

The twomihG HodResaokis | i e to the s
in the opposite direction to the
opportunitywpfadraya twartmest my equi
ing the minimum gear, with the ¢
prepare my pack for the next fiwv
The GPS route over the two peaks
wal ked distancd?blG%alnlger abadetpen
the terrain.

Sani Pass

Sani Pass

HodgssonNor t0hl1 IKN 3251 m)

i rst up wé&s Nido dOplsIoKknN f i r st act.i
S5AYC, Adel e ZS5APT, and Chri s
ble to get to the base of the n

D N T



the summit before 9:00. The view
l ar , with the wind being my onl:
which accelerates the wind arou
cl es, the sailor and glider pil"
close to 100 km/ h, too much for
I relayed this information to Me
top of Sand, hamd $tai dobk for a ¢
peak, out of the wind.

: o
t t the top of my 6
peek over thefatcap v(atthleorﬁSsQTome hin
tical metr e of t i
summi t ), an had

the ZS1 ®dHeadhbaes
tain.

summi t S o h a
h e
S
d

With the peak | yi
ca, I operated asp
week activati on, t
from chasers wa s
contact s mad e in
The 10 m band was




arly in the morning, but I was
tioand sevar &Blance,

n. There i1 s a
pl e activati
ds were alreece
head to my n

Ger many, and Swede
you are doing mul ti
moving because cl ou
time to pack up and
HodgssonSout-hl1 KN( 3251 m)

took me about t wo
get-Ob0f WPLIKN and
again by 1 PM.

7 s peak was activa
"Adel e, with Lucas ZS
ZS6 MMS, in 2018.
efforts on Googl e Ez&¢

eated on the south s
or option. Even thou
i sfi &«dpaeaq k , and | kne
o technic~' mhon ' 1o
i sed | W E : my
nds t oo
pped out onc
ace, -cldiom
d then up
more sen t e.
way down i ck
rout e on S i
saved a e
Af ter taking in  vi t he
again found a shel t o
wasted no time as t w a
I n just over 30 min d 4
contacts in the | og 0O m

y



20m bands,

fore switch
10 m to tar
DX chasers.
11 European
tact s, S ome
completely

pected happ
imy battery died. These Bienno L
i ng, and | had pr e Hvboaucskl ya crtuinv att
full power on the same battery
brand new, sponsored by Bienno f

as perplexed and worried, be
y reserves carefully based on
h o uitt ratddaly s he expedition woul
arging the batt el
ree new batte+iec
-mMihute charge, dawhfeunl Ily tchhoaur gghe
e sever al days wearlier. They
ip and since, and | had ampl e

|

t e

Wi t
bl Af t er rech
up the other th
an g
ho a
tr

battery 1issue
l i nk of an eye,
| e over t he

The timing of th

o] d
ility s208mMm.drlop
d as quickly as
he rocky descel
ot used on the
I's to spot t he
rocks pl aced on con
t hat mar k t he 1
gener al directi
emerges from th
steeper ground a8
track, I coul d g




As luck would have it, when | T
right there with the Toyot a.

That afternoon the two porters,
from Drakensberg Hi ker s, wer e (
Lodge. Their role was to share
the base of the mountains, avoid
to every summit. As | wanted to
W when required, with sufficient
full redundancy across all radi o
equi pment to distribute between

Day 12t i r st activation of t |
Sout hern Africa

Thabana Ntl en@&@ha( 48 BB)

This would be an exciting day. I
from Thabana Ntlenyana, but onl
that Sid and Adele Tyl er had bee
and the SOTA team in the UK to

association. The amount of work
was staggering. So, not only wou

est poi nt in Africa souti®O0Oa4af tKi
would be the highest SOTA actiyv
Whi |l e | could find no records
elt confident that

—r e~ (Y

summi t | I f
first.

had budgeted f
of wal ki ng,
000 m of ascent
000 m of fHaenspc er
0a, grassy, flatti
stream at t he
l angeni -P2@k, I




practice, we wal ked over 23 km &
l onger, slightly |l ess taxing appg
we could | eave Pila with the hea
more direct route from the SE, v
us going over the summit.
On the hike
had a bit of

i
under standi n¢
Sphamandl a

stopping f ol

breaks, and
we had to ke
pace up. I hadi hAoyeabl ead®j ér var
Castl|l-@e0KXKN I was encouraged to ta

outfit) who turned out to be a
we were going way too sl owly. I
from him, which meant my pack we
Iy, Sphamandl a thought he was st
gui ckly got itbhoatth igruoynse eivieadruet s u p e |

The drag up wbt hhe
: _ ~'Sphamandl a wa s no
g and uneventful, pa

- — ~ _nants of snow that

F - Fet wo earlier had co
~escarpment pl at eau
"obligapboyos on t
found a s4b6mn héeboaw
t he summi t ridge
protection from t
were running about an hour behi
not starting earlier.

It takes me about 12 minut &&Q fr
SOTA, CQ SOTA, CQ Seammhts wasth
the first use of my 7P8LZ call

M M



remot e San

dt o

9 of Mar k ZS6|

Keith @dB868HIGr a-

q ham ZS6GL, a
wi t h Chri st

di d amazing W
week spotting
| ocal and D X
nel s. The g u\
done their ot
worl d was wai't

The -ppl was 1 mmediate and unrel en
sure on. SOTA -ahdsegse stecbyope

did have one or two spelling out
me unnecessary grid references,
conditions. I called QRT at 100
behind schedule and have | earnec
tise safety afterweprseaviildushandi slt,a

u
scent and 7 km to walk to get to

We got back to P
bags, and covered

ng distance qui
pected, arriving
swaypoint with enc

fget our tents wup
“ner . Wi t h a rar e
wi nd, it was t he
cevenings. Al t houc
froze over dur i ng¢
[

#was plenty snug
ing bag.

Dayit3hr ee -amectvievapedni@rs?



ZS/KN-027

Referenge 3

This was the most ambitious day
pencilled in and a | onigwevad kdda
covering al most 18 k m. Fortuna
Nhl ange®M20 K&Nnd NgagamraddolwerkN t h
SOTA prizes, and theO0O2%h, rwgoulmd nlo
specul ati ve.

I had encountered a potenti al I
days previously while chatting o
hut. Several of these peaks |ie
registered with the ZSgeSogirhAapas
activation zone of 25 wvertical 14

but the SOTA rules require you |
activation zone of the country t

The problem arises i f it is safe
the Lesotho side, whil e also be
out side South Africa. Further mor
re egi stered as 7P, as the summit
agai n, Sid came to the rescue ali
London, who relaxed the rule. Th
as 7P8LZ when inside Lesotho te

ZSregistered.
Nhl ange®20 KN

I was very excited about this p

Earth in 3D had not reveal ed an
bands, @Ghnlawe to figure it out w
summit ridge |l ooked |ike a razor
er al metres wi-afef, ovi t thh @u sdarnodps

M O



KZN si de. Pila decided to accom
sl ept in.

We wer e of f e i
guickly at the
I coul d i mmed:i
up thad ewrscs@ssi_g
nical, but cer
head for heig
movement over
ing hands and
ately. The you
wi eeey ed, and |
nervously, but
tish rock with
over KZN. Afte
northern and hi
summi t I clim
notch and up o
part, sever al - S .

with better options ibrhgdttongh
the guy Il ines for the pole beca
ridge.

[oF
a

e
t

e
n
ut



|t was still earl vy, and the fir

with Graham ZS6GL at 8:00. It w
showing by our | ocal operator s.
Chris F4WBN, chaserextraordinair
batteries, I realised that | was
and | imit contacts to one per opg
operators on multiple bands It
m was working, getting all the w

I was al so
happy t o (
t a

ct Mat t
m, who by
had shi f
base camp
KZN, way k
l ow wus I
able to as
to relay a
sage on t

mu kbtaind con
tact deci si onupanpgr ostoonteo Ipsi,|l ewher e
tering one or two challenges.

After 45 minutes and 47 contact ¢
ing down by 09: 00 to strike camg
KNO1S3.

Ngagamadodo3 KN

I had eyes on this brooding beh.
summi t of Thabana Ntl enyana, a
Camp 2. Satellite pics beforehat
navigable gully through the roc|
was hard to say with certainty

got <cl oser.

M p



tained sl o
| ef t Pil a \
packs on
ridge t o
nort h, bel c
ramparts
Sphamandl a
and I trav
sout heast
| ow t he c
before Wor
up the gul
the summit. We were treated witdt
wi nd.

I set up just bel ow the summi:t

monitored, a
no cel | S i
couf@hidnget Me
on 2 m, and
. mi n |l nReach
gl it dhdsegGL

responded i m

wsately to my
at 12:16.

— EEEEE The 10m ba
to Europe, and the US

w a open

i n Under time pressure, | calle
ing 18 DX, as there was no ti me
to do and a |l ong walk after that
ting Sid ZS5AYC and Ad®UdmmiZtS5APZ
on RKHS5.

My | ast QSO was at 13:15, and w
Pila, where we donned our packs

M C



vall ey. The
peak, -02K/N

was expect e
the easi

(on
D

® > ® S5 O S T

— 0o o

n
p f
nee
the mountains. Then, I n |
the escarpment, entirely obliter

donl i ke ascending a new moiunt &

I
things can get confusing and dan
ern nav ai ds. I have far fewer Qg
a WwWhoutte i f I am backtracking my
day, I had severe misgivings abo
i f we were to a
| ast activation.
jectively a sim
to make, but It
St hatf rlddd was no
o f f t he cards.
gwoul d have had
aligned perfectl
happen, but I S
g¢ef ocus to the f i\
still |l ay ahead
By the time we set up camp, we
the day, sever al kil ometres furt

MT



ning site to pitch tents in the
3,000 m in altitude, totally de
with c¢clouds pouring over the esc
DayiMard | essons and guar di e
On the cards for the da®50weared tW
Tent -0 KB, with an expected dist a
800m of ascent and descent.
The wind had
up overnight,
had started t
fore first (I
rain was driv
zontally as w
camp and did
to keep our g¢
had previousl:
t hat | would never hike with an)
first, but failed to do so this
had forgotten his rain jackea an
very serious mistake, as hypoth
conditions. Fortunat elsyt,ylle hpaodn ck
cover me and my pack and was abl
for his pack cover. Withoupitabah:
tents and sit the weather out, d

Redi -060 (3309m)

The weather remai an
unpredictabl e, w t h
followed by sudd 3 The
hi ke up to Redi S A SC
of about &850 rm.heg s

Gi aantCastl e, S0 t he
summi t with full 0 p,

My



view was Spe&ctand Claagt |l e in the
steadily been getting bigger ove
only 10 km away as the crow flie
ed the skyline.

wa s horr eng(

you had to

footing cakt

big packs

gust s. It

to get the

on the expog

t he summi t |,

confident

now td afindX

shelter in the | ee within

the activation zone. At this sta
in the weather to get the mini mu
activation. | could see that t he
d

one and into their tents with s

s Having set such | o

of the radasaiwmpEkf

inevitable that t h

ceeded. Il n the brie

me before a fresh

i n, 25 contacts wer

ing the indefatigab

i e Non the Freoabhhwest
Hatori JH1MXV, nor whsofmarkoikrnyg . m§
changedwpth, I unplugged my hea
Pila over to | i stionssi,n.| Hteh ccuognht
l'ying to me about all dGfbeéhtsuéd
now | seed yloiue ,diidte oiFsirkt hlee Imagiht
cluded gwnmmnist with Graham ZS6GlI

M ¢



on JagfoHtl®i,naGR Sid ZS5AYC and
ECL06.

We p
fore
whi c
we S
desc
and
016.
odds of
were not | o
particul ar &
=1 00% sure how
up to the sumn

The Te#®tl6KNEpi sode 1)

*-’No matter how mar

‘_ - studied the satell
o pl anning phase, I
TR i nfi

= »)\\_,,, a I

Ear® h3D interpolation algorithms

l ess than 10 m, often just bl en
and bel ow.-i Thgi evlad &d some dram
shafts of bright sunlight occasi

ering over@astakeh b&fnmy weat hel
and knew things would need to i
ri sk an attempt.

Once in the wvalley, we encount e
first time, and | ater a shepherd

H N



na filtered or chlorinated wat el
would now be sensible. The cliff
etrable without climbing gear and a partner, and on the SW side

t here was aofsfhetelrouwsraompds of feet
rounded the western side, I COou|
aspect of the mountain.

We put wup tents after 13:00, and
Mar k ZS6MDX via Garmin I nReach,

i ng service, that the activati ol
relayed. We sat out a few shower
ed. By 14: 30, t he weather seemec¢
sai d | was ready to go, but bot
cliffs from inside their tents &
wi t h. I gave t hdam oanl yHTc aalnld isfaild
to let them know | was on top an

When either
guys accompa
me on previo

tivations, I

did meticulo

checks t o e

t hat not hi n

been | ef t b e

was under r

pressur e be

~of t he uns

—~ ~weather and

== haps al so a

bl as® going sol o, because the r

Either way, my attention was mor
di o.

|l was in a hurry and was breathi

of the first band. After an asse



that would invol . tin
the handhol ds wi S
rugged berg gras

Once through the S -
saged Mark and m Vi
|l nReach to alert 1. I
much harder to n err
features at grou f
satellite pics, y O
way through rock ma
significantly ea av e
ated a GPS trac I v
on t he summi t at ,
soaking up the e ws
into KZN, thousands of metres be
With the mast and antenna up, an
all I needed to do was plugd in
ther e, and no amount of sear chi
exi stence.itM&twhyueve build in r
grab the mic and use the radio
arrangement at camp, I had pl ac
bag To find your saeltfi van etdo b eo fg
a | imited weather window

and a tight o e

mai ntai n, w s =

wai ting, and o

asg

To be frank,&&e”

philosophica e

turn of even_ .o

perienced ho™™™"

is to be ser

QRT when you S—

middle of-upm. e s e




15: 30, it was |l ate to be startin
a tricky descent, potentially in
ing | ight. Il would just have to
ing, but something would need to
Fortunately, Al an ZR6AQV had ina
easier for me by doing theO®7Trs
earliergentJmgythe first activat
ty
As it happens, I had to search f
stone mar ker | had placed for m
through the | ower rock band, whi
get down Routes that are visibl
ing upwards are often not visibl
|l ooking down. I realised that i f
key item behind, the universe ¢
day Later
! t he afterr
" t he weatt
i mproved a
set up the
tenna out :
t he tent
had sever
svery pl ea:
“chats a
7P8LZ/ P,
whi ch mad e
ni ce chan
from wor k
pi-tes.

Dayi Going for eight with twc

This day origésnaglalsy-0 @4 KiNGi wnt h |
KNOO 7. The plan was adjusted to
Tent-0KB8, stri ke campy Gansdt Igeeta st

H O



as possibl e, as the weather was
We would then aim to pitch camp
the pass for an early descent th

The Te®Otl 6KNEpi sode 2

-~

)
-

With the route
up quickly and

before 8:00. Th
benign and, Wi
climbing, | wa s
summi t pic desp
ture. The activ
wi t h 34 contact
minutes. Most no i

tact made on 20m
holidaying in R®ZN
dangling outside {3
Given the ti me o0;j
mar kabl e to get
contacts wi t h SJ
stal warts Chri s 5
F5PYl, Vrata OK}
OK2PDT. Summit t g
caviar SOTA, and /Mg
get Sid an?6nhdel €
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wa
mo
ev
ge

on
domi nates the sky
pDgh

t o

S 30

amtCast-0@4 KN
asntCastle is e ®f itbaei ©r pka
l'ine of the so
bet t 8OTA peak
and was yet receive 1its f
ickly at the base of The Tent
oud andprtensee netverri sk of rain.

got to th® Captlbé Basasatjust
weat her was <clearly deterior
|l was feeling strong and kee
enjoyed working with my port
d easy to get on with, not with
iel@l use them again i f the need
was a little irritated, but it
ne the&marcnivgati on sol o, gi vi
oper reakfast, meaning all W €
ack.

o ®

e
b

e wind had picked up, and the
red spot to get their stove goc
s feeling the time pressure. I
unt ai n, and Spianfamldll caw lssah adri td
entually get up, but only afte
ar .




I hé&adepent enough time carefully
rout e, and had underesti mated t|
the summit. When | hit the esca
Matt a® Grnahte Came overz rhine o
the first time in days. Happy to
t hat , according to t-tieviGIPiSs athieon
km di tant and 1,500 m below me.
er dow ther e, because | <could s
north and east, and the weather
about c¢closing in from the west o
My first contac: | Chr i
tie ZS4CGR and ! e

ZS4MG | ust befo ra’s
wor king as qui ckhk ; ] a:
stared at t he v 10

and the W|nd_wh ' - - st

and antenna wire€e , me s
tic contacts i n

mi nut es, i ncl 4 a

summit with Sid-

204, and Peet 3

Esmari e ZS3EL, ot

ZU3PL, och6 8 NC | §

switched to 10

DX stations bef
cluding Leszek
ZA0O190, a summit in the Mal 8 F;:
With more guys calling and thund
priority was now toiigtetwaosf fa tlha
down to Pila and ouir ybeatg si,d eamtdi f

we were going to be able to get

Whil e Sphaménadluad hwdhedn p getting t

I was very grateful toihavedihiem
sprinted off that mountain. By t
of the pass, the rain had starte
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ability to walk the couple of ki
We did the best we could and ma
the top of the pass. Getting te
chall enge, and | oriented mine \
ing wind. dWhae¢alli sda dmas t hat t he
about to change, and thatiwawago
in for a

very unpleasant night i

t he wind

t mas@ odstdi

i ng at t he mo
t

the roar died down, O be repla
slowly a rising, more terrifying
the passwas | i ke an otherworl dly
ing up the narrow gul |y, before
violently at the tent and al most
The wind had changed direction,
to it. With the rock towering ov
were in the very throat of the p
the escar pment was funnelling t



| amenting the & abavé habhowehdi dme
our tents wup in a better spot a

was unrelenting al/l night. While
hammeri ng, I fully expected then
l'y remarkable that they did not

Dayitthe descent and a memor &

had sl e
and we
to get d
ckly as p
stuck i nt
i sed comf
of t he [
p and req
| e car e.
e eased
we pi cKk
pace.
the windila Wwasdwhbo
me and seemed | i ke he
his bal ance.

the way down, we were able t
ed 8GiGanstt | e the previous day,
e

To t he n o
we wer e r
war ded Wi
S 0me magni
cent Vi ews
t he Dr ake
berg range
We covere
t he roug|
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